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the Ottoman empire. Americans, as a humani-
tarian people, must work with the Armenian
communities to restore the names and faces
of Armenian victims and honor their memories.
We commemorate this anniversary to show
that we have not forgotten, and will not forget
what has taken place. We recognize this anni-
versary to say that we will resist the efforts of
some to distort the truth about this genocide
hoping to thereby minimize its significance.

Our efforts to remember must be matched
by our actions to prevent genocides from ever
again being committed in this world. Eighty-
three years after Turkey’s holocaust of the Ar-
menians and fifty-three years after Hitler’s hol-
ocaust of the Jews, we are still combating reli-
gious and ethnic intolerance and the attempts
by despotic governments to silence unwanted
minorities with bullets and fire. With the sur-
vivors of these genocides now few in number,
it is our task, as those who know those sur-
vivors, to educate our children so that these
killings will not be forgotten. If we fail in this
task, our children may very well come to have
new genocides to remember.

It is because of this duty to history that I
commend the efforts of the Armenian commu-
nity to shed light on the genocide which wiped
out so many of their people. Without their
strength and perseverance the full truth about
the Armenian people and their struggle would
be unknown to many today. Because of all
this, it is vital for everyone today to com-
memorate the survival of the Armenian people
in spite of what happened, and through that
commemoration, to help prevent such crimes
from ever happening again.
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Mr. MANZULLO. Mr. Speaker, what is right
with America?

So often we heard about what is wrong with
American families. Let me tell you what is right
about one family in particular. Dan and Julie
Danielowski. Dan and Julie have a total of five
children, and that’s a house full. But this loving
couple, who live in Byron, Illinois, decided that
there are some really needy kids in America.
That’s why Dan and Julie became foster par-
ents to Jasmine and Jaminique, seven years
and 18 months ago respectively. When Dan
and Julie discovered these two girls had three
siblings in another foster home, Dan and Julie
worked on keeping the family together through
regular visits.

The generous hearts of Dan and Julie be-
came even more evident when they agreed to
adopt all five of these children. That’s a total
of ten children. And they raise these kids on
Dan’s salary as a public school principal.

Their story is told in the April 23, 1998 edi-
tion of the Oregon (IL) Republican Reporter,
which is attached.

Who says people in American don’t care
anymore? Just ask Dan and Julie Danielowski.
They’ll tell you what America is really about.

[From the Oregon (IL) Republican Reporter]
COUPLE DOTES ON FAMILY OF 10

(By Vinde Wells)
Julie Danielowski was miraculously still

smiling as she loaded three baskets full of

wet laundry into her van on a rainy after-
noon in preparation for a trip to the laun-
dromat.

‘‘This isn’t exactly how I’d planned the
evening,’’ she said with a grimace, ‘‘but the
dryer is on the blink, and they say it will
take two days to get the part we need.’’

The dryer is just one component crucial to
the smooth operation of Danielowski’s
household—she and her husband Dan are the
parents of 10 children ranging in age from
four to 18.

Added to that are three dogs and an unde-
termined number of cats. ‘‘We just had two
new litters so we aren’t exactly sure,’’ Dan
said.

The Danielowskis live near Byron. The
house they built themselves is situated on a
large, wooded lot with plenty of elbow room.

The couple’s family officially doubled
March 5 when the adoption of their youngest
five children became final.

Every aspect of Dan and Julie’s lives at-
tests to the fact that they like children.

Dan is the principal of Roosevelt Commu-
nity Education Center, Rockford, which in-
cludes the Rockford School District’s alter-
native high school and adult education cen-
ter.

Julie is a secretary at Mary Morgan Ele-
mentary School, Byron.

When they married eight and a half years
ago they blended their children from both
their previous marriages. Dan had two and
Julie had three, one of whom was adopted.

Dan said he really likes having kids
around—lots of kids. ‘‘When it was just the
two kids and I for a year or so, I really liked
it when they had friends over.’’

Julie had previously been a foster parent,
and Dan realized the need for foster care
while he was an assistant high school prin-
cipal.

He said he waited for several hours on one
occasion with a student and a Department of
Children and Family Services worker while
the case worker searched for a place for the
student to spend the night.

Dan said the case worker called numerous
foster parents only to be repeatedly turned
down.

He said they were interested in providing
temporary foster care—a place for children
to stay overnight or for a few days until
more permanent arrangements can be made.

‘‘We had foster care in mind when we built
the house,’’ Dan said. He said the house is de-
signed in a modular fashion which allows for
easy conversion of space from one use to an-
other and for easy expansion.

The home has three bathrooms, six bed-
rooms and two family rooms. Dan is in the
process of adding a deck on the back.

Adoption wasn’t really part of the plan.
‘‘With five kids I figured our lives would be

crazy enough,’’ Dan said with a laugh.
All that changed in August of 1995 when

Julie got a call from Lutheran Social Serv-
ices Inc. (LSSI) asking if they could take
two girls for the night.

‘‘We had a foster care license to do short
term care,’’ Julie said. ‘‘We thought it would
be two days or couple of weeks.’’

The oldest and the youngest girls—Jas-
mine and Jaminique—arrived. They were
seven years and 18 months respectively.

Dan and Julie soon learned that their two
little girls came from a family of five. The
other three children had been placed in an-
other foster home.

Julie said that after six months they start-
ed providing weekend visits at their home
for the other three children so all five chil-
dren could be together.

Dan said that sometime within that time
it became apparent that the youngsters
could not return to their mother’s care.

The situation was complicated because
three agencies were involved. The

Danielowskis were licensed through LSSI,
and were working with both LSSI and DCFS
for Jasmine and Jaminique.

The other three siblings—Jarmanda, Joe
and Jovana—were under the supervision of
the Children’s Home and Aid Society.

Julie said adopting the children gradually
became the obvious solution as the agencies
involved searched for a permanent foster
home.

Julie said Jasmine and Jaminique had been
in five homes in the previous six months.
She said she believed another move would be
too much for Jasmine, who had taken on the
role of mother to her sisters and brother.

Dan said that when they learned that all
five children might be moved to yet another
foster home they decided to act.

‘‘LSSI offered to go to bat for us if we were
interested in taking all five,’’ he said.

Jamanda, Joe and Jovana came to live
with the growing Danielowski family in Au-
gust of 1996.

‘‘It’s something I don’t think we could
have done without the help of our older
kids,’’ Julie said.

Julie’s day begins a little before 6 a.m.
when she gets up. She makes sure everyone
else is up by 6:30.

‘‘You have to be organized, of course,’’ she
said, ‘‘but it’s just what we do.’’

The family frequently sits down together
for meals, she said. That alone is no small
feat considering work, school and activities
schedules.

All the children are involved in sports, and
other school activities.

Dan and Julie are on the board of the
Byron Civic Theatre, and Dan is currently
directing the spring production of ‘‘Little
Shop of Horrors’’.

Melissa, Jasmine, Jarmanda, Joe, Jovana
and Jaminique swim with the Tiger Sharks.

Megan has a part-time job at a nearby vet-
erinary clinic.

She and Kate will both graduate from
Byron High School this spring and are head-
ed for college in the fall. The two fifteen-
year-olds, Ben and Riley, will start driving
in the fall.

Before all that, however, is a matter of
greater urgency—getting five ready for the
prom.

The four high school age children are at-
tending the event and Jovana, who is a first
grader, will be the prom princess.

‘‘Dan asked what this is going to cost us,
and I said don’t even go there,’’ Julie said.
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Mr. BALLENGER. Mr. Speaker, since the
early 1990s, Americans have witnessed stag-
gering increases in illegal drug use, especially
among our nation’s youth. Marijuana experi-
mentation is beginning at an earlier age, and
as a result, our children are turning to deadly
drugs like LSD, heroin, crack and cocaine at
progressively earlier ages. Drug abuse also
expands our crime problem and is related to
about half of all street crime.

And what is being done to solve this horren-
dous problem? Unfortunately, nothing by the
Clinton Administration. In fact, one of Presi-
dent Clinton’s first acts in office was to cut the
Drug Czar’s office by 83 percent. Since 1993,
funding for drug interdiction programs has
been reduced by roughly $1 billion and federal
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